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Molly Eastman Running Up To The Top at HF  
By: Nellie Bubb (ô12) 

 "Ho Ho Ho, Merry 

Christmas!" People all over the 

world recognize this quote 

because Santa Claus has be-

come a popular American and 

worldly icon with not only 

children, but also adults. 

 When a person 

thinks about Santa Claus he or 

she thinks about the presents, 

the red suit, the jolly old man, 

and all of his reindeer. No one 

knows the real story of how 

Santa Claus came to be today.

 A man referred to as 

St. Nicholas was born in 280 

AD in Patara, near Myra in 

modern -day Turkey. Nicholas 

was admired for his piety and 

kindness because he was 

known as the gift giver of 

Myra. This man served as a 

Christian priest and then be-

came a bishop. He dedicated 

his life to helping children 

with his own money. 

 This was one of the 

reasons he was known as the 

friend and protector of all 

those in trouble or in need. In 

the next hundred years after 

Nicholas died on December 6, 

343, more than 2,000 chapels 

and monasteries were being 

named in honor of him. Finally 

by 800, he was officially recog-

nized as a saint by the East-

ern Catholic Church. 

 Now how St. Nicho-

las came to be known as 

Santa Claus is a whole differ-

ent story. St. Nicholas be-

came known worldwide for 

his generosity and kindness. 

Specifically, his name in 

Dutch was "Sint Nikolaas," 

but it ended up being short-

ened to "Sinter Klass." 

 This Dutch name 

for him was known in many 

different countries, but when 

the children from the other 

countries attempted to say 

the name it came out as 

"Santa Klass." Finally, the 

name was settled as Santa 

Claus.   

 The name Santa 

Claus was brought into the 

U.S. and in 1881 a political 

cartoonist named Thomas 

Nast read a poem by a man 

named Clement Clarke Moore, 

who was an Episcopal Minis-

ter. The poem portrayed Santa 

as an elf, but Thomas Nast 

decided to draw off this poem 

and he drew Santa as the mod-

ern day Santa that is known 

today.   

 His cartoon appeared 

in Harper's Weekly, which 

depicted Santa as a rotund, 

cheerful man with a full, white 

beard, holding a sack full of 

toys. Nast also gave Santa his 

bright red suit, the idea of the 

North Pole, the elves, and his 

wife Mrs. Claus.  

 This cartoon was 

depicted in many different 

illustrations for Coca -Cola 

advertisements in 1931 which 

eventually made Santa Claus a 

popular, worldly icon. 

 Overall, the Santa 

Claus we think of today has a 

lot of important history behind 

him,  

 Freshmen year and 

sophomore year offer students 

a chance to find talents and try 

new things. For Molly East-

man, freshmen year started off 

with a state appearance in 

both Cross Country and track. 

 As a sophomore, she 

continues to show off her re-

markable already haven com-

peted in her 2 nd cross country 

state competition.  

Nellie Bubb: When did you start 

running?  

Molly Eastman: 7 th  grade with 

the Holy Family middle school 

cross country team.  But before 

that my family really encour-

aged running. My family would 

run in local races, and I found 

that I just loved the thrill of 

the races! 

NB: What is your favorite part 

of being on the Cross Country 

and Track team?  

ME: Being with friends and 

doing something I love! Every-

day I get to spend time doing 

something I 

enjoy with 
Continued on pg. 3  

By: Katie Hortsmann (ô12) 



 After that, they gather around 

the Christmas tree and open presents. 

then they have a nice Christmas breakfast. 

To change it up a bit, Mr. and Mrs. 

Lenzmeier have added a special surprise 

for their children this year. They are tak-

ing the kids to Disney World and giving it 

 The Christmas season is rapidly 

approaching, and decorating the Christ-

mas tree is a tradition that brings families 

closer together. It 

does not matter if 

your family has a 

fake tree or a real 

tree; there are at 

least three themes 

that you can use to 

decorate your spe-

cial Christmas 

tree.  

 The three 

themes are: blue -

and-silver, crafty -

and-homemade, 

and bright -and-

colorful Christmas 

trees. 

 The blue -

and-silver Christ-

mas tree can be 

decorated with 

white lights, silver 

garland, blue ribbon, and blue and silver 

ornaments. This theme brings peaceful-

ness into the home in an often hectic time. 

    The 

crafty -and-homemade Christmas tree is a 

theme that brings out the homey and com-

forting feel over 

the holidays. 

This tree focuses 

on bringing fam-

ily together to 

make items in 

the holiday sea-

son, instead of 

buying presents 

and making 

Christmas wish 

lists.   

 This 

tree brings fam-

ily together 

through the 

construction of 

ornaments.  This 

tree is decorated 

with homemade 

ornaments made 

from pipe clean-

ers, construction paper, pictures, and of 

course food.     

 You can string popcorn to make 

garland, frost cookies to make Santa, 

snowmen, and reindeer, and of course 

make green marshmallow Rice Krispie 

wreaths.   

 The last theme is the bright -and-

colorful Christmas tree. This theme is a 

different idea from the long standing tradi-

tional red and green color scheme of the 

holidays.  You can always try for blue and 

gold, or go completely off the wall and go 

for a òdiscoó themed Christmas tree, with 

glitter balls and gold chains with medal-

lions serving as garland!   

 Families can be different and 

original with bright colors and patterned 

ornaments, festive and unique ribbon, and 

extra colored lights to the tree.  This tree 

makes a statement and stands out from 

the crowd, and it is an attention grabber 

when you have friends and family over for 

the holiday season.   

 Yet, it does not matter which 

theme your family chooses for their Christ-

mas tree, but what matters the most is the 

time spent together over the holidays as a 

family. Just remember this Christmas 

season is about family; so, pick a theme 

that bests fits your family and you.  

Christmas Traditions Vary Among Our HF Community  
By: Rachel Nead and Cassie Phillips (ô13 and ô13) 

Holy Family Community Should Dare to be Different This Year  
By: Zoe Johnson (ô12) 
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 Christmas is full of traditions. 

Many of them, unique to each family and 

lasting through the years. It may be as 

small as an old ornament brought out 

each year to be put on the tree, or opening 

presents on Christmas Eve.  Either way, 

these traditions are what make Christ-

mas so special for each family.  

 When I asked Mrs. McCavoy 

what her favorite Christmas tradition 

was, her face lit up as she explained to me 

about when she was younger ,her and her 

family would pick one gift from under the 

tree and open it on Christmas Eve.  

 This is a tradition that she has 

passed on to her own kids. Other Christ-

mas traditions include decorating the 

Christmas tree on Thanksgiving which is 

a tradition that the Nutting's keep to 

every year.    

 Tom Green said, "My favorite 

Christmas tradition has to be making a 

snowman with all my siblings and deco-

rating it with a carrot nose and all. Be-

cause it is awesome, man!"  

 When I talked to Mrs. 

Lenzmeier about her favorite Christmas 

tradition she said she didn't have one, but 

after talking to her for a while she real-

ized that she had a lot of traditions with-

out even knowing it. She takes her family 

to Christmas Eve mass which also hap-

pens to be the children's Christmas pag-

eant.     

most important part of this season. Sopho-

more John Peterson said his was going to 

his grandmotherõs house because it is a 

tradition and itõs fun to see all of his cous-

ins.    

 Freshman Thomas McCabe said 

opening presents on Christmas day be-

cause this year he will be on a plane to 

Pittsburg, Pennsylvania and will be unable 

to do so. Because of this, he will hold this 

tradition in his heart and looks forward to 

opening presents on Christmas day next 

year.  Junior Ben Gaslin  said  is when the 

family plays games with Grandma. He said 

this because he feels the true spirit of 

Christmas when he gets to have this time 

with family he does not see very often.  

 Sophomore Kelby Schoen and her 

family like to make up stories about Santa 

óWe do it so Christmas can be a magical 

time for all of usó.    

 Christmas is a time to spend 

with family and the ones we care about 

most. Beyond all the gifts and Christmas 

cookies and decorations, the traditions are 

the ones that last.    

 Gifts get worn out, the cookies 

get eaten and the decorations come down, 

but the traditions and the memories can 

last forever.   



 This is my last Christmas as an 

official "child." So I'm expecting that the 

Christmas cookie torture with my mother 

will be even more intense this year. Every 

holiday 

season, 

my 

mother 

turns 

into a 

fanati-

cal Mar-

tha 

Stewart 

wanna -

be... 

shoving 

out pan 

after 

pan of 

sugar 

cookies and gingerbread men. Flour will 

fly and there will be butter battles at our 

house, but it is a tradition. Nothing makes 

the holidays as special as those traditions 

we carry on with our families - whether it 

be traditions involving caroling around the 

neighborhood or having fiery spats in a 

kitchen.  Disclaimer - I love my mother. 

She is an amazing woman. But Christmas 

time injects an odd fervor into her. Sud-

denly we have to make 

cookies together and 

sing carols while we do 

it. She blasts "Mary 

Did You Know" at ear 

splitting volume, while 

I make sarcastic com-

ments under my 

breath. ("Of course 

Mary didn't know that 

Jesus would walk on 

water! How could she 

know that her son was 

going to do all that 

stuff? How rhetorical 

can this song BE?!?). 

She pretends not to 

hear me. The Christmas cookies can't even 

be simple; they have to be difficult. Pre -

made cookie dough that you cut into slices? 

Too simple! Cookies that are plain sugar, 

butter, and flour? Too cholesterol -filled for 

my health conscious mother. Her constant 

question while perusing recipes is "Do 

you think I can reduce the sugar in this?" 

I cannot count the number of times that 

my mother has tried to substitute wheat 

flour for white flour... note - even dogs 

will not eat wheat flour sugar cookies.  

 Cookie cutters and decorating 

the cookies opens a new can of worms - 

sprinkles or icing? Gingerbread men or 

gingerbread zombies? (In my mind, noth-

ing says Christmas cheer like a cookie 

dripping red frosting blood. Can't you 

just hear their zombie groans? MERRY 

CHRISTMAS! BRAAAAINS.)  

 I really do love my mother. She 

always pretends that she doesn't see me 

stealing cookie dough from the mixing 

bowl and she lets me get frosting EVE-

RYWHERE.    

 If I had to be completely hon-

est, I kind of like making cookies with 

her. Sugar gets all over the floor, and we 

always run out of eggs... and my mother 

and I always end up at the kitchen table, 

together, with a gingerbread zombie in 

one hand and a big glass of milk in the 

other.  

Xmas Horror Story: Christmas Cookies and Zombie Terror?  
By: Theresa Bailey (ô12) 
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(cont from page 1)friends, and it is a break 

from the stress of 

school. 

NB: Were you nerv-

ous going to state for 

the second time? 

ME: No, I wasn't 

nervous because I 

had had the experi-

ence before and knew 

what to expect. My 

freshmen year was a  

Molly Eastman Running To The Top at HF (continued)  

A Wonderful Teacher: Holly Pottebaum (APUSH and Psych)  
By: Nellie Bubb (ô12) 

"circling up" where we pray, talk about 

the race, and pump each other up.  

NB: How do you spend your off season?  

ME: I am on the Nordic ski team, which I 

love and it's a great way to cross train. In 

the summer I work on my summer miles, 

so I try to get in 250 miles.  

NB: What are your goals for your next 

two seasons? 

ME: I hope to go to state each year with 

my team and do the best I can.  

was something new and I was one of the 

youngest ones 

there. My coach and 

teammates have 

been really encour-

aging and cheering 

for me.  

NB: Do you have 

any special rituals 

you do before a 

race? 

ME: Well our team 

has a tradition of 

 For the last nine years, the 

social sciences department has been for-

tunate to have the lovable Mrs. Potte-

baum teaching many classes.  

 The involvement of Mrs. Potte-

baum varies from Youth in Government 

and Mock Trial to psychology and AP 

United States History. Her passion to 

teach stemmed from her own studies and 

experiences.  

 During her high school career, 

Mrs. Pottebaum felt as though her teach-

ers taught with "no excitement and the 

same thing year after year", which caused 

her to decide to teach differently. To find 

out if she succeeded in   

her goal, just ask any student who has 

had her. Claire Blackford ('12) said, "Mrs. 

Pottebaum makes the class interesting 

and relevant to us [students]." 

 Mike Wilson (ô12) says, òShe ha 

s a great personality and is always so 

positive. I take Psychology form her and I 

really like it!ó 

 Mrs. Pottebaum considers the 

students themselves to be the best part of 

working at Holy Family: "Teenagers are 

not always given the best reputation, but 

I see the good, the passion, and dreams in 

every one of my students."  

 The respect that she gives the 

students is certainly appreciated and 

results in the students' love of the classes 

she teaches. 

 Mrs. Pottebaum's passion for 

teaching students has expanded beyond 

the classroom and the country. Over the 

summer, she took 20 students to Europe 

on a World War II trip.   

 For Mrs. Pottebaum, the most 

moving aspect of the trip was the sight of 

Normandy and the American cemetery, 

which took her breath away. Next June, 

Mrs. Pottebaum will be taking another 

adventure with students to China. 

 When asked about her feelings 

on the upcoming trip, she responded en-

thusiastically, "I am very excited to share 

the culture and beauty of the country."  



 As he sat back in his chair, 

laughing and reminiscing about his child-

hood Christmas', Mr. Jorge Oconitrillo 

began to speak about his favorite Christ-

mas memories. First, he described how 

Christmas in Costa Rica is different than 

it is celebrated in the 

United States. "First of 

all, in Costa Rica we do 

not call it "Christmas". 

 We call it "La 

Navidad", and children 

do not wait for Santa to 

bring them presents, 

but "El Nino"', says Mr. 

Oconitrillo. Christmas 

in Costa Rica is not full 

of snow like it is during 

Christmastime in Min-

nesota, but 80 degrees! 

 Costa Ricans 

enjoy the warmth and 

holiday spirit by taking 

a couple weeks off of 

work and spending time 

with family and friends, 

which is part of the 

greatest Christmas 

memory Mr. Oconitrillo 

had as a child.  

 When asked what his favorite 

Christmas memory was, Mr. O thought 

very hard and began describing every as-

pect of a Costa Rican Christmas. When "el 

viento de Navidad" or the "Christmas 

wind" comes through Costa Rica, everyone 

knows what time of year it is. 

 Families get to-

gether and go to many events 

during the holidays, like the 

Costa Rican carnival or "state 

fair", bull fights, and "El 

Tope", which is a parade of 

people riding horses decorated 

in the most stately outfits that 

march through downtown 

Costa Rica.  

 This is very different 

compared to the Minneapolis 

"Holidazzle" parade; instead of 

floats covered in people carol-

ing in the snow, Costa Rica 

has horses clad in costume! 

 One of Mr. O's favor-

ite Christmas memories as a 

child was going to a bull fight 

with his mother and grand-

mother when he was about 5 

years old.  

 Although it does not 

seem like the most traditional Christmas 

activity, the bull fighting brings many 

people together and gets all of Costa Rica 

in the holiday spirit!   

 Another one of Mr. O's favorite 

Christmas memories was eating apples 

and grapes with his family during the 

large dinner meal he and his family shared 

every year on Christmas Eve. 

 "Every time I have an apple or 

grapes, it reminds me of Christmas in 

Costa Rica", Mr. O reminisces. It seemed 

as though he did not have one specific 

favorite Christmas memory because he 

animatedly continued talking about his 

family's Christmas traditions. However, he 

did admit that his favorite Christmas gift 

as a child was an "Atari", a gameboy de-

vice from way -back-when.  

 Mr. Oconitrillo's Christmases in 

Costa Rica were filled with warmth, fam-

ily, food and fun. He described the country 

during the holiday to be "completely calm, 

free of traffic, and empty restaurants; it is 

really the most wonderful time of the 

year!"    

 With family get togethers, bull 

fighting, fresh food and lots of music and 

dancing, Christmas in Costa Rica with the 

Oconitrillo family sounds like a very merry 

time. Feliz Navidad, amigos!  

 

Christmastime in Costa Rica: Holy Familyõs Jorge Oconitrillo 
By: Caroline Ellingboe (ô12) 
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New Teacher Spotlight: Mr. Isles Comes to Holy Family  
By: Kenzie Braden  (ô13) 

 A classroom can be a very fun 

atmosphere when the teacher is so ex-

cited to teach.  Mr. Isles, the new Ameri-

can Literature teacher, is just this.  He is 

a brand new teacher  who is very excited 

to teach and be a part of Holy Family 

Catholic High School.  I sat down with 

Mr. Isles and asked him some questions 

about teaching and Holy Family.  

Q: What should we know about you? (tell 

us about yourself)  

A: I went to Jordan High School, gradu-

ated in 2005, and went to college at Uni-

versity of Minnesota Mankato. I had my 

first job in Mankato East and this is my 

first teaching job!  

Q: What motivated you to become a 

teacher? 

A: I was always motivated by my teach-

ers. One of my teachers showed me 

screenplays and told me to read it instead 

of watching it so i said alright. I started 

reading movies, and I thought  

this would be a really interesting thing to 

teach other kids, so I kind of tied my love 

of screenwriting with my 

love of teaching into a 

love of English.  

Q: How do you like Holy 

Family so far?  

A: I absolutely adore 

Holy Family! You have a 

fantastic school. Every-

one here is super nice 

and friendly. The par-

ents are lovely, and the 

staff is awesome. I love 

my department, and now 

that I've been here I 

couldn't imagine work-

ing with another school!  

Q: Why did you come to 

Holy Family?  

A: Well, Michelle Barnd and I went to ele-

mentary school together, so I knew her and 

I'm very close to her husband. She told me 

about the position, and I did some research 

A: I'm looking forward to redecorating my 

room, turning it into Mr. Isle's room.  I'm 

excited to see the progres-

sion of the classes and how 

the students enjoy it.  

Q: How has teaching been so 

far? 

A: Teaching has  been fantas-

tic! I have lovely students, 

lovely classes. I've always 

loved American literature, 

and modern literature and 

creating writing has always 

been a passion of mine even 

before I started my love for 

teaching. I really fell into a 

nice spot in the English 

department as far as teach-

ing. I kind of lucked out 

because these are my three 

favorites, so it's very exciting!  

Mr. Isles is looking very forward to this 

upcoming year as a new teacher at Holy 

Family! He will be a great addition to the 

family here!  



Team Awards:  

Scout Team Player of the Year : Nick 

Hanscom 

Special Teams Player of the Year: Mi-

chael Roane 

Most Improved: Adam Reznick  

Best Blocker: Patrick Roberts  

Defensive Player of the Year: Tanner 

Steen 

Most Dedicated: Brad Eral  

Academic Award: Jake Richelsen  

Most Valuable Player of the Year: Mi-

chael Roane 

Coaches "Fire Within" Award: Brian 

Radick  

Defense Records:  

Total Points Allowed: 237pts 

Average Points Allowed Per Game: 

19.75pts 

 

Total Plays -Yards by Opponents: 644-

3727yds 

Average Total Yards Per Game by 

Opponent: 310.58 yds 

Offense Records:  

Total Points: 369pts 

Average Points Per Game: 

30.75pts 

Total Plays -Yards : 691-

4429yds 

Average Total Yards Per 

Game: 369.08yds 

Michael Roane is 

4th  for Career 

Passing Leaders 

over all the years 

with 1463 Total 

Passing Yards and 

3rd  for Total Rush-

ing Yards with 

1813 

Tommy Hanson is 

6th  for Career Re-

ceiving Leaders 

over all the years 

with 778 Total 

Receiving Yards  

 

Test Out Re-

cords:  

Squat Max: Michael 

Fritz - 455lbs 

Most Points Achieved 

by a Freshman:      

Chazz Johnson 480pts  

Holy Family Fire Football Stats for the 2011 School Year  
By: Carly Bergstrom (ô12) 
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Tanner Steen is 7 th  for 

Career Tackles Lead-

ers over all the years 

with 152 Total Tackles  

Average Yards Per Play 

by Opponent: 5.79yds 

2011 HF Record: 

10-2 

Average Yards Per Play: 6.41yds 

Longest Pass: Septem-

ber 23 rd , 2011 vs New 

London -Spicer --

Michael Roane to Mi-

chael Fritz for 85 

 Holy Family Fire had an 

amazing season this year, with a 10 -2 

record. Junior A.J. Eskew said òWe 

had a really great year. We all came 

together as a team and worked hard 

to get our winning record.ó  

 Senior Ryan Dahl agreed. òI 

thought people used their potential 

that they built up over the years. I 

really liked how so many underclass-

men stepped forward to replace the 

seniors we lost last year.ó   

 This season saw many great 

things happen on the field and many 

players had stellar seasons, including 

seniors Michael Roane,  Sam Bur-

rows, Ryan Sheehan, Brad Eral, and 

junior Conner Byrnes.   

 Although we can celebrate a 

strong year, especially with such a 

stellar record, the challenges for next 

year do not go unnoticed, òWe will 

have to work even harder to main-

tain our level of excellence.ó  said A.J 

Eskew.  



 In my quest for enlightenment, I 

have studied and discovered many differ-

ent knowledge -

type-things.  

 From the 

intermediate value 

theorem to Haw-

thorne's meta-

phorical use of 

colors to 

SchrìäąÆdinger's 

cat to Roosevelt's 

New Deal policies 

to Baudrillardõs 

theory regarding 

simulacra and 

simulation, my 

knowledge has 

increased im-

mensely. I know, I 

know, I am so smart it frightens even me!

  So when I got my news-

paper assignment for Christmas in other 

cultures, I was excited to learn more about 

how others celebrate the holiday season. 

But when I started to research the story of 

Hanukkah, I became really confused and 

stumbled over the big words they used. So 

that's right, I went back to my childhood 

and watched Elmo.  You see, Elmo puts it 

in straightforward words so that anyone 

can understand it. I was no 

longer tripping over words 

like N'er Tamid, Maccabean 

Revolt, Kislev, Chasidim, 

and Talmud. Instead, I 

watched that excellent 

newsperson  and fellow 

journalist Veronica Monica 

talk about Hanuk-

kah..Cleverly using the 

literary use 

of rhymes, 

the Elmo 

staff had me 

intently 

tuning into 

Veronica 

Monica's 

story on Hanukk  

 She talked about 

how the Jews weren't al-

lowed to celebrate how they 

wanted to, but Judah Mac-

cabee refused and contin-

ued on with how he was celebrating. Mac-

cabee and his friends kicked the king out 

of power and took over the temple.  

 They found a lamp and declared 

that it shall stay lit forever, but soon real-

ized that there was not enough oil. So Mac-

cabee and his followers went to town and 

when they returned, eight days later, the 

lamp was still lit. So they declared it a 

Hanukkah miracle and now people cele-

brate Hanukkah by lighting candles for 

eight days. It was at this point that the 

lamp did something I did not expect an 

inanimate object to do: it talked. Actually, 

it yelled something about this being a 

òHanukkah miracleó, 

but I was so freaked 

out by the talking 

lamp that the missed 

the rest of the discus-

sion 

 The easy 

language and overly -

exaggerated cartoons 

of my childhood 

helped me under-

stand the story of 

Hanukkah. So there 

you have it. Thank 

you Veronica Monica for telling me and 

everyone about the story of Hanukkah . 

    
 Laura Muehlbauer (õ13), a junior 

at Holy Family, is a student of many tal-

ents. She participates in extracurricular 

activities such as Math League, Honors 

Society, and Student Council.  

 In addition, she also regularly 

volunteers at the Chanhassen Library and 

helps re -shelf books and work at the chil-

dren's program on weekends.  In her spare 

time, Laura enjoys to read and sing. She 

was in choir throughout her freshman and 

sophomore year, but is now taking private 

voice lessons this year to open her sched-

ule for more classes at school.  

 She also enjoys watching TV, 

with her favorite programs being Glee, 

Desperate Housewives, and Are You 

Smarter than a Fifth Grader?   

The Hanukkah Story as Seen Through the Eyes of Elmo the Scholar  
By: Hannah Flom (ô12) 

HFCHS Special Student Spotlight: Laura Muehlbauer (ô13) 
By: Isabella DiLorenzo (ô12)  
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has never been accomplished. Laura also 

has dreams of being the valedictorian 

when she graduates from Holy Family.

 In the future, Laura hopes to do 

"anything that allows me to wear a lab 

coat", ideally a biologist. She wishes to 

attend  Carleton and major in either Biol-

ogy or Biochemistry with a minor in 

Spanish.     

 Her goals are to become a biolo-

gist, become a recipient of a Nobel Peace 

Prize, and to have a math concept or for-

mula named after her. As for other goals, 

Laura had one more thing: "I'd love to 

have a pet penguin," she says with a 

smile, "they are just so cute."  

 Another  activity that Laura en-

joys is doing math problems. Although she 

finds the actual act of doing math to be 

quite stressful, she enjoys the sense of 

accomplishment after the problem is 

solved.     

 "I know this may seem weird," 

she said, "but it feels so good to finally 

finish it and get it right." Even though she 

loves solving math problems, math is 

not  her favorite subject. Although she likes 

math, she actually prefers Ap Biologyu 

instead.     

 At Holy Family, Laura wishes to 

get 100% on one of Mr. Dwyerõs Ap Biology 

examsña feat in which Mr. Dwyer claims  

Random Christmas Pictures 2011  



 When a six -foot-one girl signs a 

letter of intent to play basketball in col-

lege, it's easy to think it's due to a height 

advantage or a good shooting touch.  

 But for Senior Hannah Schon-

hardt signing to play Division I women's 

basketball for the University of Northern 

Iowa (UNI) was a moment she has worked 

for from the moment picked up a basket-

ball as a six years old.   

 "I've worked really hard", Han-

nah Schonhardt says matter -of-factly 

when asked about the work she has put 

into her basketball career, "I basically 

have no social life in the summer because I 

play AU basketball and work with a 

trainer".     

 There are very few things that 

would drive a teenager to give up their 

social life, but for Hannah this was an easy 

sacrifice. "I've wanted to play college bas-

ketball since I was in fourth grade! I just 

love every aspect of the game".  

 With all her hard work and love 

of the game, Hannah was almost crushed 

when she dislocated her knee for a third 

time, an injury that resulted in a major 

operation to try and fix it. "The summer 

before my junior year 

I was out for the en-

tire season" Hannah 

recalls of her surgery, 

"it was a big recruit-

ing time, and I was 

afraid a lot of coaches 

wouldn't get to see 

me play".   

 Luckily for 

Hannah, she was able 

to make a full recov-

ery just in time for 

the Holy Family Bas-

ketball season, where 

she was starting her 

first year as captain, 

 Previous 

injury aside, Hannah 

came back with fire, 

scoring her thousandth career point that 

season. With all this potential, all Hannah 

had to do was make a final decision of 

where she would play in college.  

   So you would 

think that this kind of life -changing deci-

sions would be hard to make, but 

for Hannah it was completely 

natural. "It was an easy decision; 

I really liked the UNI coach, and 

the style of basketball they 

played.    But 

the college also had the major I 

was considering, so everything 

fit!" Hannah remarks of the deci-

sion. "My parents were really 

supportive as well. Both my par-

ents really liked the school and 

the fact that it was only three 

hours away from home". With 

such a perfect fit, Hannah de-

cided to commit to become a Uni-

versity of Northern Iowa Pan-

ther.   

 Now after signing her 

letter of intent to play in early 

November, Hannah is finishing her senior 

year and happily awaiting the time when 

she will be clad in purple and gold, and a 

part of another successful basketball team.  

Christmas Carol Match Up: Grudge Match Extraordinaire!  
By: Haley Epping (ô12) 

The Path of a Panther:  Holy Family Senior Hannah Schonhardt  
By: Claire Blackford 

Lyrics  

A. "Ding dong ding dong that is their song with joyful ring"  

B. "May your days be merry and bright, and may all your 

Christmases be white"  

C. "What a bright time, it's the right time to rock 

the night away"  

D. "While fields and floods, rocks, hills and 

plains, repeat the sounding joy"  

E. "On the first day of Christmas my true love 

sent to me"  

F. "Gee, if I could only have my two front teeth, 

then I could wish you Merry Christmas!"  

G. "O holy night! The stars are brightly shining"  

H. "It is the night of the dear Savior's birth."  

I. "Fa la la la la, la la la la"  

J. "Oh, what fun it is to ride in a one horse open sleigh"  

 

K. òBah, Humbug, no, thatõs too strong, ôcause it is my favorite 

holidayó 

Carols  

1. O Holy Night  

2. Jingle Bells  

3. Carol of the Bells  

4. Deck the Halls  

5. Joy to the World  

6. White Christmas  

7. All I Want for 

Christmas is my 

Two Front Teeth  

8. Jingle Bell Rock  

9. The Twelve Days 

of Christmas  

10. Christmas Wrappings (yes, this is 

a real Christmas carol, just  not one 

you all sing!)  
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 Gingerbread men and Grandma's 

sugar cookies are always hits in the holi-

day season, but sometimes new desserts 

can become new traditions. Here are a few 

easy, delicious recipes for some holiday 

sweets:  

 
Candy Cane Thumbprints  

(makes about 3 dozen)  

 Ingredients:  

2/3 c. of butter  

½ c. sugar 

¼ t. salt  

1-1/2 c. all -purpose flour  

1 t. vanilla extract  

1 egg, beaten 

Garnish: finely crushed peppermint can-

dies 

   

With an electric mixer on low speed, blend 

butter, sugar, and salt. Mix in egg and 

vanilla. Beat in as much flour as possible; 

stir in remaining flour. Cover; chill for one 

hour. Shape dough into one -inch balls; 

place 2 inches apart on ungreased baking 

sheets. Bake at 375 degrees for 8 to 10 

minutes, until lightly golden around edges. 

Remove from oven; make a thumbprint in 

each cookie with thumb. Cool. Pipe filling 

into centers; sprinkle with crushed candy.  

   

Filling:  

¼ c. butter, softened  

¼ t. peppermint extract  

1-1/2 c. powdered sugar  

2 -3 c. milk  

   

Blend butter and extract. Gradually add 

powdered sugar and milk to a piping con-

sistency.  

 

Ho -Ho Snowballs  

(makes about 5 dozen)  

 Ingredients:  

2 6-oz. packages of white chocolate chips  

¼ c. heavy cream 

2 T. bourbon or heavy cream  

6-oz. package of slivered almonds, very 

finely ground  

1-1/2 c. sweetened flaked coconut  

   

Place chocolate chips and cream in a me-

dium bowl set over a pan of hot (not boil-

ing) water; sit until melted and smooth. 

Stir in bourbon or cream and almonds. 

Spread in a light greased 8"x8" baking 

pan. Chill for about one hour, until firm. 

Cut into one -inch squares; roll each square 

into a ball, then roll in coconut. Keep 

chilled.  

 

Gas Station Christmas Cookies  

(anywhere from 8 to 24 cookies)  

 

Ingredients:  

1 car (preferably a cool one ña Ferrari is 

best) 

1 road map (optional)  

About $3 to $5  

1 empty plate big enough to hold $3 to $5 

worth of cookies  

 

Get in car slowly, then turn on the engine. 

Use the road map if necessary to drive to 

the nearest Super America or Holiday Gas 

station superstore. Go into said store and 

find some cookies. They are the ones with 

delicious, fattening frosting (mmm ñgood). 

Take your money to the register and pay 

for the cookies. Dive to your destination. 

Before you go in, take out the cookies and 

put them on the plate. Stuff the empty 

container under the seat and bring the 

cookies in to your Christmas party!  

Christmas Gift Ideas for Our Holy Family Students and Staff  
By: Cortnie Schierman (ô12) 

Christmas Dessert Recipes to Tempt Your Tum -Tum -Tummy!  
By: Anna Tack  (ô12) 
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Boy Friend  

  

Girl 

Friend  

Mom  Sister  Brother  Dad  

Tie Blanket

 

Perfume  

 

Perfume Set

 

Make -Up Pal-

ette

 

Graphic Tee

 

Grilling Tools

 

Sweatshirt of 

his favorite 

sports team

 

Jewelry

 

Candles

 

Chic Headband

 

Portable 

Speakers

 

Moccasins

 



Christmas Survey and HF Community Christmas List 2011  
By: Gillian Tvrdik (ô12) 
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Name: 
What is 

your favor-

ite Christ-

mas song? 

What is 

your favor-

ite Christ-

mas tradi-

tion? 

What was the 

best gift you 

ever got? 

If you could 

create one 

tradition 

what would 

it be? 
Riley Egan 

ô12 
Mistletoe - 

Justin Bie-

ber 

Opening a 

book and 

P.J.õs on 

Christmas 

eve. 

Pink Barbie 

Jeep! 
Sledding on 

Christmas 

morning!  

Clayton 

Forner ô12 
Porky Pigõs 

Blue Christ-

mas 

Finding the 

pickle in the 

tree, which 

decides who 

opens the 

first pre-

A Sled! Midnight 

Sledding!  

Mrs. 

Lenzmeier  
The Christ-

mas Song 

(Chestnuts 

Roasting on 

an Open 

Fire)  

Opening 

presents on 

Christmas 

eve. 

Getting to 

hold my son, 

Jacob, for the 

first time. He 

was three 

days old, 

born 13 

weeks early, 

and only 

weighed 2 

pound!!  

 

Take more 

time to give 

back to other 

during the 

Christmas 

season. 

Mr. Isles  Little 

Drummer 

Boy- Bing 

Crosby and 

David 

Watching 

the 

òChristmas 

storyó. 

When I got 

my first Gui-

tar.  

Wouldnõt 

change a 

thing.  

Travis 

Louhi ô13 
They are all 

so good. 
Getting up 

early to see 

what Santa 

brought!  

My parents. J  Having an 

Ice Fishing 

party!  

Claire Fen-

ske ô13 
When 

Christmas 

Comes to 

Town  

Watching 

what a òItõs 

A Wonder-

ful Lifeó 

with my 

Life size Bar-

bie doll when 

I was 6 

years-old. 

Giving food 

to the hun-

gry every 

year. 

Kayla Elft-

mann ô15 
Jingle Bells  Hiding the 

pickle in the 

tree.  

A Bass gui-

tar!  
Wearing 

Christmas 

clothes dur-

ing school. 

 
Michael 

Dolan ô15 
Mary Did 

You Know  
Opening 

presents!  
A Pocket 

Rocked! 
Wouldnõt 

change a 

thing.  

 
Colton 

Steneron 

ô14 

Jingle Bells  Going to my 

cabin! 
A Snow-

board! 
Secret 

Santaõs at 

School! 

 
Anna Han-

son ô14 
Silent Night  Baking 

cookies! 
A Dog! Going to get 

a real 

Christmas 

tree!  

ANAYLSIS:  

Although many were surprised that Red was a favorite by over 

50%, Green came in a distant second with 33%. The two tradi-

tional colors once again corer the Christmas market with an 

overwhelming 83%. A very distant third was gold, with 5% 

with silver and blue taking the rear of the race with 3% each. 

Although sliver and gold are seen in out culture as powerful, 

they do not stand up to the juggernaut that is Read and 

Green.  

ANALYSIS:  

Not surprisingly, the òyin and yangó of the Christmas season, 

Santa and the Grinch, take the top honors in this poll. Perhaps 

it has to do with the dichotomy of our holiday season, using  the 

kindness of Santa against the seething ,blistering rage of the 

Grinch. However, turning the coin to the other side, one can 

extrapolate that Santa might be the evil one here because he 

commits larceny (breaking and entering, aka penal code 

2341.967D) on Christmas eve, leaving people open the trauma 

of having a old fat man accosting people in their homes. Con-

versely, the Grinch is the one who discovers the true meaning of 

Christmas by giving back to his community. Unlike Santa, the 

Grinchõs commitment to the ideology of Christmas is like a con-

vert to a new way of life: true and profound, unlike old Santa, 

who has go to be burned out ...oh, who cares, really? Gillian 

isnõt even writing this. No way she would be this boring! Who 

would write the drivel? I wonder...Anyways, the other guys 

finished in last place. Wow, I am tired. I need a Christmas 

cookie (perhaps a Gas Station one ñmmm, yum!)  


